BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


-V.;-' 

*1 


ANNUAL  REP 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


AND  OTHER  RECORDS 
FOR  19^7 


■:l' ■ .Wl£$!t.is% 


"ffji  ' V' . " 

■■mS 


m m 


R.  GORDON  DRUMMOND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


/ 


BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

AND  OTHER  RECORDS 
FOR  195^7 


R.  GORDON  DRUMMOND,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Ojfficer  of  Health 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28947320 


3 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Mr.  Chairman^  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957^ 

The  most  notable  feature  of  the  vital  statistics,  as  indicating  the 
general  state  of  health  and  well-being  in  the  District,  is  the  new  low 
infant  mortality  rate  which  now  approximates  to  that  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole  and  is,  this  year,  below  that  for  Durham  County. 
This  is  particularly  gratifying  in  view  of  the  relatively  high  rate  last  year 
although  reference  to  the  tables  will  show  that  the  rate  has  fluctuated 
considerably  over  the  years,  this  being  due  to  the  relatively  small 
number  of  infant  deaths  each  year.  This  year,  for  the  first  time  in  this 
report,  the  peri-natal  mortality  rate  is  considered. 

There  was  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  with  the 
exception  of  measles,  which,  although  widespread,  was  not  of  a serious 
character.  Reference  is  made  again  to  paratyphoid  fever,  which,  when  it 
occurs,  is  given  the  closest  attention  more  particularly  in  view  of  the 
state  of  the  rivers,  although  these  have  not  been  implicated  as  the  source 
of  infection  in  this  District  so  far. 

In  this  connection  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  significant  progress 
was  made  during  the  year  with  the  projected  schemes  for  the  better 
treatment  of  sewage.  While  the  provision  of  good  housing  proceeds 
most  satisfactorily  it  is  unfortunate  that  progress  is  so  slow  in  this 
related  matter  of  sewage  disposal,  despite  the  many  efforts  of  the 
Council. 

The  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  two  Chiropody  Clinics  is 
reported.  They  continue  to  function  very  well  and  are  greatly  appreci- 
ated by  those  who  use  them. 

There  were  changes  in  the  Health  Department  both  in  staff  and 
premises.  Following  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Wilkinson  in  December, 
1956,  to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  last  report,  Mr.  Telford  was 
appointed  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector.  I wish  to  record  my 
appreciation  of  the  close  and  cordial  co-operation  maintained  through- 
out the  year  and  his  unfailing  help  at  all  times.  He  has  been  closely 
concerned,  of  course,  with  many  of  the  matters  dealt  with  and  his 
section  is  incorporated  in  this  report. 

Mr.  Robertshaw  was  appointed  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  also. 
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We  were  glad  to  welcome  Miss  Wickham  as  Shorthand  Typist/ 
Clerical  Assistant,  and  wish  her  predecessor.  Miss  Marchant,  well  in 
her  new  appointment. 

Although  his  death  occurred  after  the  end  of  the  year  with  which 
this  report  is  concerned  it  is  fitting  to  record  here  the  loss  sustained 
through  the  tragic  and  untimely  death  of  Mr.  Albert  Smith,  who  for 
seven  years  was  Clerk  to  the  Health  Department.  His  experience  and 
knowledge  of  the  District  were  always  helpful  and  he  is  missed  not  least 
as  a friend. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  Health  Department  moved  from 
Browney  House  to  its  present  accommodation  in  6,  Goatbeck  Terrace, 
Langley  Moor.  The  new  suite  of  offices  is  excellent  accommodation 
and  there  is  no  question  of  the  increased  ease  and  efficiency  of  working 
occasioned  thereby. 

In  conclusion,  I take  great  pleasure,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  in  thanking  you  for  your  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year  and  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation . 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  GORDON  DRUMMOND, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1957 

SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1957)  

Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1957)  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

Registrar  General’s  Area  Comparability  Factors  : 

Births  : 
Deaths  : 

Total.  Male.  Female. 


Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

371 

7 

197  174 

4 3 

Rate  per 

ulation 

Adjusted 

1,000  pop- 
18.8 
18.7 

Still  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

12 

5 7 

Rate  per 
live  and 
births 

1,000  total 
still 

19.4 

Deaths 

228 

125  103 

Rate  per 

ulation 

Adjusted 

1,000  pop- 

11.4 

13.5 

Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  of  age). 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

9 

6 3 

Rate  per 
births 

1,000  live 
23.8 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

... 

. • . 

0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

• • • • • • 

0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ...  0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  40 


-8,344= 

20,060 

6,527 

£121,535 

£479 

0.99 

1.19 
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Section  A. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

1.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area — 8,224  acres.  The  District  consists  of  seven  wards  ; it  borders 
with  the  City  of  Durham,  the  Rural  Districts  of  Durham  and  of 
Lanchester,  and  the  Urban  District  of  Crook  and  Willington. 

Industries — Mainly  coal-mining  and  agriculture. 

Population — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  mid-year 
population  is  20,060  an  increase  of  130  from  1956. 

Inhabited  Houses — According  to  the  Rate  Books,  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  in  the  district  is  6,527. 

2.  Vital  Statistics. 

Registrar  GeneraVs  Area  Comparability  Factors — These  figures  are 
a means  of  adjusting  the  rates  for  births  and  deaths  so  that  the  popula- 
tion of  the  district  is  directly  comparable  with  the  population  of 
England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  in  so  far  as  distribution  by  age  and  sex  is 
concerned.  The  adjusted  rates  are  those  to  be  compared  with  the  rates 
for  England  and  Wales  and  with  the  similarly  adjusted  rates  for  other 
areas. 

Births — During  the  year  there  were  registered  201  male  births  and 
177  female.  Of  this  total  of  373,  7 were  illegitimate.  There  were  24 
fewer  births  than  in  1956.  The  birth  rate  (adjusted)  of  18.7  is  therefore 
lower  than  the  rate  for  last  year  (19.9). 

Table  II  shows  the  Live  and  Still  Birth  Rates  in  comparison  with 
those  for  England  and  Wales,  the  Administrative  County  of  Durham. 
Table  III  shows  rates  over  the  past  ten  years. 

Deaths — 228  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  125  males 
and  103  females. 

This  was  a decrease  of  one  from  1956.  The  Death  Rate  (adjusted) 
of  13.5  is  changed  by  1.0  from  the  similarly  adjusted  rate  of  12.5  in 
the  previous  year.  Tables  II  and  III  show  comparisons  with  rates  for 
County  Durham  and  England  and  Wales. 

Table  IV  shows  the  individual  causes  of  death.  Diseases  of  the 
Circulatory  System  accounted  for  about  35”/,  and  Cancer  for  nearly 
18%  of  the  deaths  registered.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1956  were 
39%  and  12%. 
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Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus  accounted  for  six  deaths,  ail  males . 
The  corresponding  %ures  over  the  past  five  years  were  : — 


1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Males  ... 

5 

3 

9 

4 

6 

Females 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Throughout  the  country,  over  the  past  decade,  there  has  been 
recorded  an  increase  in  such  deaths  affecting  males  especially.  While 
there  may  be  several  factors  influencing  this  increase  there  has  been 
demonstrated  a close  relationship  with  tobacco  smoking,  especially 
cigarette  smoking. 

Infant  Mortality — (Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age). 
Nine  children  died  before  reaching  1 year  of  age  as  compared  with 
19  last  year,  the  infant  mortality  rate  being  23.8.  This  is  the  lowest 
rate  of  which  there  are  records  in  this  district,  the  previous  lowest 
being  that  of  1953  when  it  was  27.2.  The  rate  for  Durham  County  for 
1957  is  27.1,  that  for  England  and  Wales  23.0. 

While  too  great  significance  should  not  be  attached  to  a single  rate 
because  of  the  comparatively  small  numbers  involved,  this  low  rate  is 
a matter  for  satisfaction,  more  especially  as  emphasising  the  general 
trend  over  the  years. 

The  actual  numbers  for  the  past  10  years  are  : — 


1948  ... 

23 

1953... 

10 

1949  ... 

16 

1954... 

11 

1950  ... 

12 

1955... 

10 

1951  ... 

18 

1956... 

19 

1952  ... 

18 

1957... 

9 

Of  the  9 children  who  died  before  reaching  one  year  of  age  5 were 
less  than  four  weeks  old,  five  being  under  one  week. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  lower  than  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales 
and  Durham  County. 

The  peri-natal  mortality  is  held  to  be  a fairly  sensitive  indicator 
of  the  general  social  conditions  prevailing  in  the  area  to  which  it  relates, 
being  affected  by  such  factors  as  housing,  sanitary  conditions  generally, 
nutrition,  and  even  climate.  As  such  it  merits  close  and  continuing 
scrutiny.  The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  is  the  total  still  births  and  deaths 
in  the  first  week  of  life  per  thousand  total  births  and  for  the  year  under 
review  is  44.9. 
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The  following  table  shows  this  rate  over  the  past  ten  years  : — 


TABLE  I. 


1948  ... 

...  39.4 

1953... 

...  27.5 

1949  ... 

...  62.7 

1954... 

...  26.7 

1950  ... 

...  26.5 

1955... 

...  50.3 

1951  ... 

...  46.6 

1956... 

...  52.2 

1952  ... 

...  73.5 

1957... 

...  44.9 

In  England  and  Wales  in  1957  this  rate  was  36.2  and  in  Durham 
County  39.8. 

Maternal  Mortality — It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  as  in  the  previous 
year,  there  were  no  deaths  from  maternal  causes. 

TABLE  11. 

Table  Comparing  the  Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1957,  OF  ENGLAND,  WALES,  ETC.,  WITH  THAT  OF 

Brandon  and  Byshottles 


Birth 

Rate 

per  1,000 
population 
Live 
Births 

Death 

Rate 

per  1,000 
population 
All 

Causes 

Still 
Births 
per  1,000 
total  Live 
and  Still 
Births 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

per  1,000 
Live 
Births 

England  and  Wales  ... 

16.1 

11.5 

22.4 

23.0 

Administrative  County  of 
Durham 

18.4 

11.3 

25.3 

27.1 

Brandon  & Byshottles 

18.7 

13.5 

19.4 

23.8 
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TABLE  III 

Vital  Statistics  for  the  District  for  1957  and  Previous  Years, 
Comparative  Table  with  England  and  Wales  and  with  Durham  County 

for  Past  Ten  Years 


Birth  Rate  per 

Death  Rate  per 

Infant  Mortality 

1000  population 

1000  population 

Rate  per  1000  Live 

Years 

Births 

Bran- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

Bran- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

Bran- 

Eng- 

Dur- 

don 

land 

ham 

don 

land 

ham 

don 

land 

ham 

UDC 

& 

Co. 

UDC 

& 

Co. 

UDC 

& 

Co. 

Wales 

Wales 

Wales 

1947 

21.3 

20.5 

22.2 

12.5 

12.0 

12.1 

62 

41 

50 

1948 

19.7 

17.9 

20.0 

11.0 

10.3 

11.1 

60 

34 

47 

1949 

18.0 

16.7 

18.7 

11.5 

11.7 

11.5 

43 

32 

44 

1950 

19.2 

15.8 

17.8 

12.0 

11.6 

11.8 

31.7 

29.8 

40.0 

1951 

17.4 

15.5 

17.6 

12.6 

12.5 

12.4 

52.4 

29.6 

42.0 

1952 

17.2 

15.3  , 

17.3 

11.0 

11.3 

10.9 

52.9 

27.6 

32.9 

1953 

18.3 

15.5 

17.7 

11.2 

11.4 

11.0 

27.2 

26.8 

31.0 

1954 

16.8 

15.2 

17.3 

12.4 

11.3 

11.5 

32.6 

25.5 

31.0 

1955 

17.8 

15.0 

17.2 

12.9 

11.7 

11.2 

27.9 

24.9 

32.0 

1956 

19.9 

15.6 

17.8 

12.5 

11.7 

11.3 

47.2 

23.8 

27.0 

Mean  for 

10  years 
1947-1956 

18.6 

16.3 

18.4 

12.0 

11.6 

11.5 

43.7 

29.5 

37.7 

1957  ... 

18.7 

16.1 

18.4 

13.5 

11.5 

11.3 

23.8 

23.0 

27.1 
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TABLE  IV 


Causes  of  Death  During  1957 


Causes  of  Death 

Total 

Male 

Female 

ALL  CAUSES  

228 

125 

103 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  ... 

5 

5 

— 

Tuberculosis  Other... 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

- — 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Stomach 

6 

2 

4 

„ Lung  and  Bronchus 

6 

6 

— 

„ Breast  

4 

— 

4 

j,  Uterus 

2 

— 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

21 

11 

10 

Leukemia  and  Aleukemia  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

31 

12 

19 

Coronary  Disease  Angina  ... 

22 

16 

6 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  ... 

8 

7 

1 

Other  Heart  Disease 

40 

19 

21 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

10 

4 

6 

Influenza 

3 

1 

2 

Pneumonia  ... 

16 

11 

5 

Bronchitis 

10 

7 

3 

Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

3 

— 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  Diseases  ... 

18 

8 

10 

Motor  V ehicle  Accidents  ... 

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  ... 

8 

6 

2 

Suicide 

1 

— 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  War  ... 

1 

— 

1 

TABLE  V 

Deaths  at  Various  Age  Periods 


Ages 

0— 

1— 

2— 

5— 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65— 

75— 

Total 

Males 

6 

1 

2 



2 

7 

27 

34 

46 

125 

P'emales  ... 

4 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

20 

31 

42 

103 

Total  

10 

1 

2 

1 

3 

11 

47 

65 

88 

228 

Infant  Mortality,  1957. 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — R.  Gordon  Drummond,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  City  of  Durham, 
and  Rural  District  of  Durham ; Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer,  County  Durham. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector — William  Telford,  M.A.P.H.L, 
A.R.S.H. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — Kenneth  Robertshaw, 
M.A.P.H.L,  C.R.S.L  Commenced  11.2.1957. 

Clerical  Staff— Mr.  Albert  Smith,  Clerk.  Died  22.1.1958. 

Miss  Irma  Marchant,  Shorthand/Typist.  Resigned 
22.4.1957. 

Miss  Elsie  Wickham,  S/T.,  Clerical  Assistant. 
Commenced  29.4.1957. 

2.  Laboratory  Services. 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Department  of  Pathology. 

(ii)  Pubhc  Health  Laboratory,  Newcastle  General  Hospital, 
Westgate  Road,  Newcastle  upon  Tyne,  4. 

(iii)  Public  Analyst,  Victoria  Road,  Darlington. 

(iv)  County  Analyst,  Shire  Hall,  Durham. 

3.  General  Medical  Services 

Durham  County  Executive  Council,  20,  New  Elvet,  Durham. 

Eight  doctors  in  general  medical  practice  reside  in  the  District 
and  in  addition  there  are  a number  (12)  whose  practices  lie  in  part, 
in  the  District  but  who  reside  outside  it. 

4.  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle,  2. 

Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee,  Dryburn  Hospital, 
Durham. 

(u)  General 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital,  Durham. 

(ii)  County  Hospital,  Durham. 

(iii)  Crossgate  Hospital,  Durham  (Long  Stay). 
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(b)  Maternity 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital. 

(ii)  Croxdale  Maternity  Hospital.  (Closed  May,  1957) 

(c)  Infectious 

(i)  Chester-le- Street  Isolation  Hospital. 

(ii)  Langley  Park  Isolation  (Smallpox). 

{d)  Tuberculosis 

(i)  Dryburn  Hospital. 

(ii)  Isolation  Hospital,  Chester-le- Street. 

(iii)  Chest  Clinic,  Earl’s  House  Hospital. 

(iv)  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit,  Havelock  Hospital, 
Sunderland. 

{e)  Mental 

(i)  Winterton  Hospital,  Sedgefield. 

(ii)  Aycliffe  Hospital. 

(hi)  Prudhoe  and  Monkton  Hospital. 

(iv)  Earl’s  House  Hospital. 

(v)  Crossgate  Hospital,  Durham. 

(/)  Pre-Convalescent 

Brandon  Hospital. 

{g)  Venereal  Disease  Clinic 

County  Hospital,  Durham. 

5.  Health  Services  Provided  by  Durham  County  Council. 

(a)  School  Health  Service. 

There  are  19  schools  in  the  District,  16  primary,  2 modern  and 
1 nursery.  There  is  one  Central  Kitchen  of  the  School  Meals 
Service. 

(Jb)  Ambulance  Service. 

The  District  is  served  from  the  Ambulance  Control  at  Ambulance 
Headquarters,  Framwellgate  Moor,  Durham,  where  there  are 
nine  ambulances,  one  light  sitting  case  vehicle  and  two  cars. 

In  an  emergency  any  responsible  person  may  summon  an 
ambulance  by  telephone,  by  asking  to  be  connected  to  the 
nearest  Ambulance  Control.  (No  telephone  number  need  be 
given). 

(c)  Health  Visiting. 

Three  Health  Visitors  cover  the  area  of  the  District. 

{d)  Home  Nursing. 

There  are  four  nurses  providing  this  service  in  the  District. 

ie)  Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Six  midwives  reside  and  practice  in  the  District. 
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(/)  Domestic  Help. 

This  is  provided  for  households  where  such  help  is  required 
owing  to  the  presence  of  any  person  who  is  ill,  an  expectant 
mother  lying-in,  mentally  defective,  aged  or  a child  not  over 
school  age. 

{g)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

{h)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(i)  Child  Welfare  Centres  : 

Brandon — 1,  Frederick  Street  South,  Meadowfield. 
Esh  Winning — 10,  Wood  View. 

(ii)  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinics  : 

Durham. 

(iii)  Birth  Control  Clinics  : 

Durham. 

(iv)  Post  Natal  Clinics  : 

Durham. 

(z)  Prevention  of  Illness — Care  and  After-care. 

One  of  the  services  provided  under  this  section  is  the  lending  of 
equipment  and  appliances  such  as  nursing  equipment  and 
invalid  chairs.  A store  of  these  is  maintained  at  Shire  Hall, 
Durham. 

(j)  Mental  Health. 

{k)  Welfare  Services. 

Residential  accommodation  is  provided  for  persons  who,  by 
reason  of  age,  infirmity  or  other  circumstances,  are  in  need  of 
care  and  attention  which  is  not  otherwise  available  to  them. 
Services  are  provided  for  Blind  persons  and  other  handicapped 
persons. 

6.  National  Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  involving  Section  47  relating 
to  removal  of  persons  in  need  of  urgent  care  and  attention. 

7,  Chiropody  for  Old  People. 

This  was  the  first  full  year  of  operation  of  the  chiropody  clinics  for 
old  people  which  had  been  established  during  the  previous  year,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Council,  at  the  two  centres  in  the  District,  Brandon 
and  Esh  Winning. 

In  both  cases  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  furnished  the  equipment 
and  provided  the  help  necessary  in  running  the  clinics. 

Mr.  E.  C.  Chambers,  M.Ch.S.,  continued  as  Chiropodist. 
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In  each  case  two  sessions  are  held  per  week,  eight  patients  being 
treated  at  each  session.  The  cost  to  each  patient  has  continued  to  be 
2/-  per  treatment. 

Details  relative  to  each  clinic  are  as  follows  : — 

Brandon  Chiropody  Scheme. 

The  clinic  is  held  in  the  Brandon  Communal  Hall,  the  scheme  being 
operated  by  Brandon  and  District  Voluntary  Committee  for  the  Welfare 
of  the  Aged. 


No.  on  Books  on  January  1st,  1957  

...  128 

No.  of  new  patients  

33 

No.  of  cancellations  (including  illness,  2 deaths) 

16 

No.  on  Books  on  December  31st,  1957 

...  145 

No.  of  days  on  which  sessions  held  

77 

No.  of  sessions 

...  101 

Possible  number  of  treatments 

...  808 

Treatments  given  (93%  of  possible)  

...  750 

Missed  appointments  

42 

Total  number  of  persons  treated  

...  161 

Red  Cross  Voluntary  Aid  in  hours  

...  616 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Scheme  continues  to  expand,  the  number  of 
patients  on  the  books  having  increased  by  17  during  the  year.  Bookings 
for  treatment  have  to  be  made  about  seven  weeks  ahead.  Unfortunately 
this  increase  in  patients  does  not  represent  any  real  increase  to  the 
funds. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that,  as  formerly,  the  number  of  missed  appoint- 
ments is  relatively  low. 

Esh  Winning  Chiropody  Scheme. 

The  clinic  is  held  in  the  Esh  Winning  Communal  Hall  and  the 
scheme  operated  by  the  Esh  Winning  Voluntary  Committee  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  Aged. 


Esh  Winning  and  District. 

On  Books  on  1st  January,  1957 

129 

New  Patients  

39 

Cancellations  2,  Deaths  4 

6 

On  Books  on  31st  December,  1957 

168 

No.  of  days  on  which  sessions  held 

50 

No.  of  sessions 

100 

Possible  treatments  

800 

Treatments  given  (94%  of  possible)  ... 

751 

Missed  appointments  

49 

Red  Cross  Voluntary  Aid  in  hours 

390 

Voluntary  Helpers  (Tea  Committee)  ... 

300 
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It  will  be  noted  that  in  this  Clinic  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  patients  on  the  books  during  the  year  of  39.  Booking  for 
appointments  is  made  7 or  8 weeks  ahead. 

Comment. 

Both  clinics  have  continued  to  operate  very  well  throughout  the 
year,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  all  those  concerned,  Chiropodist,  voluntary 
workers  and  the  old  people  themselves  who  have  continued  to  attend 
very  regularly — a matter  which  must  at  times  present  considerable 
difficulty  to  them. 

Chiropody  can  make  a great  contribution  to  the  health  and  welfare  of 
old  people,  not  least  when  it  enables  them  to  go  about  and  share  in  the 
activities  of  others.  Those  who  benefit  have  great  praise  for  the  scheme. 
It  will  be  noted  that  over  300  people  did,  in  fact,  avail  themselves  of  the 
service  during  the  year. 

Unfortunately  both  schemes  are  by  no  means  secure  financially.  The 
Brandon  one  has  benefited  from  a grant  by  the  National  Corporation 
for  the  Care  of  Old  People.  That  at  Esh  Winning  receives  grants  from 
this  Council  and  from  the  Lanchester  Rural  District  Council.  In 
addition  both  have  benefited  from  funds  very  generously  provided  from 
other  sources,  as  well  of  course,  from  the  fact  that  the  accommodation 
is  provided  free  as  were  the  equipment  and  so  much  very  valuable 
voluntary  help.  The  financial  aspects  are  a source  of  anxiety  to  both 
the  voluntary  agencies  responsible. 

I have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  help  of  the  Office 
Bearers  of  the  Voluntary  Committees  in  supplying  the  information  on 
which  this  report  is  based  and  of  Mrs.  Allan  of  the  British  Red  Cross 
Society  who  provided  the  figures  from  the  records  kept  at  the  clinics. 
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Section  C 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Table  VII  shows  the  numbers  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during 
the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever 

There  were  twenty  cases  notified  compared  with  twenty-six  in  the 
previous  year.  The  character  of  the  disease  continued  to  be  mild  and 
only  three  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 

Whooping  Cough. 

52  cases  notified  represents  a considerable  decrease  from  the  181  in 
1956.  With  one  exception  the  cases  occurred  in  children  under  10  years 
of  age,  four  being  under  1 year  old.  None  were  admitted  to  hospital 
and  no  deaths  were  assigned  to  this  cause. 

Whooping  cough  should  not  be  regarded  as  a minor  ailment.  Young 
children  and  debilitated  children  of  any  age  should  so  far  as  possible,  be 
shielded  from  the  risk  of  contracting  it.  Immunising  agents  exist  which 
are  administered  by  family  doctors  and  in  the  child  welfare  clinics. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

No  cases  were  notified,  as  in  1956.  Vaccination  against  the  disease, 
which  was  commenced  in  1956,  continued  during  the  year  under 
review,  sessions  for  residents  in  this  District  being  held  in  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  premises  in  Durham  and  Esh  Winning. 

During  the  year  arrangements  were  made  to  extend  the  scheme  to 
children  born  in  the  years  1943-56,  children  over  6 months  old,  expect- 
ant mothers  and  certain  other  groups. 

Measles 

623  cases  were  notified,  the  highest  number  in  this  District  in  any 
single  year  since  measles  became  notifiable  in  1939.  The  previous 
highest  figure  was  468  in  1948.  In  1956  there  were  only  16  notifications 
The  cases  were,  in  the  main,  mild  in  character  and  no  deaths  were 
attributed  to  the  disease. 

Diphtheria 

For  the  fourth  year  in  succession  there  were  no  cases  in  the  District. 

776  Children  under  5 years  of  age  had  completed  a full  course  of 
immunisation  against  the  disease  by  the  end  of  the  year.  An  estimate  of 
the  number  of  children  under  5 years  old  in  the  District  is  1838  of 
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whom  approximately  252  would  be  under  8 months  old,  the  age  from 
which  immunisation  is  usually  undertaken.  The  proportion  immunised 
therefore  is  only  about  49%. 

Last  year  this  figure  was  calculated  to  53%. 

These  are  low  figures  and  it  must  be  emphasised  again  that  absence 
of  cases  of  diphtheria  does  not  indicate  any  lessening  of  the  need  for 
immunisation  of  children. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  arranges  that,  in  order  to  draw 
attention  to  the  need  for  immunisation,  leaflets  are  distributed  by  post 
to  parents  of  children  when  they  are  7 months  and  12  months  old,  and 
to  encourage  re-inforcing  doses  at  the  age  of  four  years  and  nine  months. 

These  give  details  of  the  facilities  available. 

Dysentery 

There  were  no  cases  notified. 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

The  one  case  notified  as  paratyphoid  fever  was,  after  investigation, 
shown  to  be  an  illness  due  to  Salmonella  New  Brunswick,  an  organism 
of  the  food  poisoning  group.  The  source  of  infection  could  not  be 
discovered. 

There  were,  however,  two  cases  of  paratyphoid  B fever  connected 
with  this  District,  although  their  notifications  were  made  in  other 
Districts. 

The  first  of  these  was  an  elderly  woman  who  was  in  hospital  for 
treatment  of  another  condition  and  was  one  of  a number  of  cases  of 
paratyphoid  fever  which  arose  in  the  hospital.  On  investigation  it 
appeared  that  she  had,  in  fact,  been  the  original  case,  the  source  of 
infection  there.  She  had  spent  a period  in  a pre- Convalescent  Hospital 
in  the  District  and  probably  had  the  infection  at  that  time,  although 
no  secondary  cases  arose  there  and  no  source  of  infection  could  be 
discovered. 

The  second  case  occurred  8 months  later  in  another  elderly  woman 
who  had  also  been  in  the  pre-Convalescent  Hospital,  although  at  a 
different  time.  It  appeared  probable,  however,  that  she  was  suffering 
from  the  condition  on  her  admission  there. 

In  view  of  this  further  connection  with  the  Hospital  a more  thorough 
investigation  was  decided  upon  and  carried  through  but  again  without 
positive  result. 

Last  year  also,  there  was  a sporadic  occurrence  of  paratyphoid  B 
fever  and  it  is  a matter  for  some  concern  that  these  cases  should  arise, 
apparently  unrelated  and  with  no  obvious  source  of  infection  being 
discovered.  The  fact  that  the  Rivers  Browney  and  Deerness  both 
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contain  organisms  of  the  type  responsible  for  this  condition  is  of  course 
always  to  be  borne  in  mind  although  no  connection  with  the  cases 
could  be  found. 

Tuberculosis 

The  number  of  new  cases  notified  is  12  compared  with  17  in  the 
previous  year.  Of  the  12  notified  1 1 were  of  the  pulmonary  form  of  the 
disease  compared  with  16  in  1956.  Table  X shows  the  distribution  of 
age  groups.  There  were  5 deaths  from  the  pulmonary  form,  compared 
with  1 such  death  in  the  previous  year. 

The  B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis  of  13-year-old  school- 
children  first  carried  out  in  this  District  late  in  1956  was  not  done  in 
1957,  but  early  in  1958  and  so  the  figures  for  this  second  campaign 
properly  belong  to  the  report  for  that  year. 
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TABLE  VII 

Notifiable  Diseases  Reported  During  the  Year. 


Number  of  cases 
Notified 

Deaths 

1955 

1957 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

26 

20 

- 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  : 

34 

181 

52 

— 

— 

— 

Paralytic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

322 

16 

623 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  ... 

1 

18 

15 

10 

13 

16 

Dysentery  ... 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smallpox  ... 

Acute  Encephalitis  : 

' ' 

_ 

Infective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Post  Infective  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

..... 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 



Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

' 

' 

' ' 

' ■ 

TABLE  VIII 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough,  Measles  and 

Poliomyelitis 


Age 

0-1 

1—2 

3—4 

5—9 

10—14 

15—24 

25—34 

35—44 

45— 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 
Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

4 

24 

16 

133 

5 

14 

180 

11 

17 

268 

2 

1 

13 

1 

5 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  Immunisation,  1957 
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TABLE  X 
Tuberculosis 


Age  Group 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

N( 

Pulm 

m- 

onary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 ... 

Under  5 ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

D — 

15—24  

_ 

1 



_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

25—44  

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—64  

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  Upwards 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  Unknown 
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Section  D 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

INSPECTOR 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  annual  report  on  the  activities 
of  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  for  the  year,  1957. 

During  the  year  under  review  slum  clearance  has  played  a prominent 
part.  Two  Areas  have  been  prepared  and  declared  by  the  Council  and 
submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  others  are  in  preparation.  Five  Areas, 
submitted  in  1956,  were  confirmed  and  rehousing  of  tenants  in  pre-war 
slum  clearance  Areas  and  these  post  war  areas  are  in  hand  and  44 
famihes  have  been  rehoused  during  the  year. 

All  carcases  and  offal  of  all  animals  slaughtered  in  the  area  have 
been  inspected.  This  involves  quite  an  amount  of  Inspector’s  time  as 
there  are  nine  slaughterhouses  including  one  Wholesaler,  operating  in 
the  District.  Supervision  of  all  food  premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  is  being  organised  and  samples  have  been  taken  frequently 
from  the  four  ice  cream  producers. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Council  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  R.  G.  Drummond, 
for  their  kindly  support  and  I acknowledge  the  assistance  and  co- 
operation of  Mr.  K.  Robertshaw,  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector, 
the  Clerical  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  the  other  Officials  of 
the  Council,  in  my  first  year  of  Office. 

I remain, 

Yours  faithfully, 

W.  TELFORD, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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1 . Water  Supply 

Apart  from  seven  farms  and  cottages  which  rely  on  spring  supplies^ 
all  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Durham 
County  Water  Board,  with  a small  portion  of  the  area  supplied  by 
Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Company. 


TABLE  XI 

Details  of  Private  Water  Supplies 


Address. 

Source  of 
Supply. 

Remarks. 

Baal  Hill  Farm  ') 

West  Brandon  Farm  ! 
East  Brandon  Farm  f 
Standalone  Farm  J 

Spring 

These  farms  receive  their  water  supply 
from  a spring  situated  near  Weather 
Hill.  The  water  is  first  pumped  to  a 
collecting  tank,  and  then  piped  to  the 
farms  after  chlorination. 

Eshwood  Hall  Estate  . . . 

Spring 

Spring  water  piped  to  open  reservoir 
and  then  piped  to  the  four  houses  on 
the  Estate. 

Ragpath  Cottage 

Spring 

Good  quality  and  quantity. 

Hill  House  Farm 

Durham 

County 

Water 

Board. 

Spring  supply  to  this  farm  has  failed 
and  water  is  transported  by  road, 
daily,  to  a tank  which  supplies  the 
farm  house. 

The  public  water  supplies  provided  by  the  Durham  County  Water 
Board  and  Sunderland  and  South  Shields  Water  Co.,  have  been 
satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 

During  the  summer  months  the  Durham  County  Water  Board 
augmented  their  supply  by  drawing  water  from  a mine  at  Page  Bank. 
This  caused  some  complaints  from  residents  regarding  taste,  but  two 
samples  submitted  for  analysis  proved  satisfactory.  The  County 
Analyst  suggested  the  complaints  were  due  to  increased  alkalinity  due 
to  sodium  bicarbonate  and  carbonate.  Another  sample  taken  to 
determine  the  plumbo  solvency  showed  that  only  0.01  parts  per  100,000 
was  dissolved  or  erroded  in  24  hours.  This  latter  sample  was  taken  as 
part  of  an  investigation  into  a case  of  suspected  lead  poisoning. 
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Forty-seven  samples  of  water  were  forv/arded  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination.  The  results,  graded  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  Report  on  Bacteriological 
Examination  of  Water  Supplies,  1949  are  as  follows  : — 


TABLE  XH 


Grade 

I. 

Grade 

II. 

Grade 

III. 

Grade 

IV. 

Total. 

Public  Mains  Supply 

20 

— 

1 

2 

23 

Other  Sources  of  Supply 

10 

1 

5 

8 

24 

Totals 

30 

1 

6 

10 

47 

2.  Sanitary  Accommodation 


{a)  There  remain  1,018  privy  closets/ash  pits  in  the  Area.  716  of 
these  are  or  will  be  included  in  Slum  Clearance  Schemes  under  the 
Housing  Act. 

{b)  W.C.  Conversions. 


The  Council  continue  to  financially  assist  owners  who  carry  out 
W.C.  conversions  and  during  the  year  47  conversions  were  carried  out, 
being  made  up  as  follows  : — 


Centre  Ward 
South  Ward 
East  Ward  . . 
North  Ward.. 
West  Ward 
Broom  Ward 


1 

3 

6 

34 

1 

2 


47 


{e)  The  number  of  sanitary  conveniences  in  the  Area  at  the  end  of 
1957  was  as  follows  : — 

Water  Closets  5,495 

Ash  Closets 1,012 

Ash-pit  privies  6 


6,513 
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3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Negotiations  are  still  proceeding  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  for  a general  improvement  scheme  to  the  Sewage 
disposal  of  the  Area.  This  covers  trunk  sewers  from  Ushaw  Moor  to  the 
Browney  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  extensions  to  these  works.  With 
the  exception  of  the  Browney  Works  all  effluent  results  are  unsatis- 
factor}^ 

4.  Housing 

Information  supplied  by  Mr.  F.  Hedley,  Architect  and  Surveyor  to 
the  Council,  shows  that : — 

During  the  year  92  houses  were  completed  in  the  area  by  the  Council 
for  ordinary  needs  and  two  privately  built. 

The  building  of  flats  to  rehouse  slum  clearance  families  was  carried 
out  by  the  Council’s  direct  labour  force  and  44  families  were  rehoused 

Slum  Clearance 

Official  representation  was  made  in  respect  of  the  following  Clearance 
Areas  : — 

No.  6 Hamilton  Row,  Waterhouses  36  houses. 

No.  7 High  Street,  Brandon  Colliery.  40  houses. 

No.  8 Eshwood  Street,  New  Brancepeth.  15  houses. 

Individual  unfit  houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts  and 
six  Closing  Orders  and  two  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

A comprehensive  slum  clearance  programme  was  drawn  up  according 
to  the  Ministry’s  instructions  in  1955  and  work  on  this  continues  but 
progress  is  governed  by  the  number  of  new  houses  provided  for  rehous- 
ing. Close  liaison  is  maintained  between  the  departments  of  the  Council 
regarding  the  phasing  oft  he  programme. 


TABLE  XIII. 

Total  Number  of  Council  Houses  Built  Post-War  up  to  31st 

December,  1957  


Housing  Site. 

2 Bedroom 

3 Bedroom 

4 Bedroom 

Aged 

Persons 

Bungalows 

Total 

Brandon 

262 

273 

4 

97 

636 

Ushaw  Moor 

99 

142 

4 

14 

259 

Esh  Winning 

116 

162 

5 

54 

337 

New  Branccpcth  ... 

72 

99 

2 

10 

183 

Table  Showing  Number  of  Houses  Required  to  Rehouse  Families 
(1)  Displaced  under  Slum  Clearance  Scheme,  (2)  Living  in  Overcrowded  Conditions, 
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5.  Rent  Act,  1957 — Certificates  of  Disrepair 

The  following  is  a statement  of  applications  and  subsequent  action 
taken  under  the  Rent  Act : — 

(1)  Number  of  applications  for  certificates  7 

(2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  nil. 

(3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 3 

{a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  nil. 

{b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  ...  3 

(4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords,  under  para- 
graph 5 of  the  First  Schedule  nil. 

(5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  under 

proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  nil. 

(6)  Number  of  Certificates  issued  nil. 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates. 

(7)  Applications  by  landlords  to  Local  Authority,  for  can- 
cellation of  certificates  ...  ...  nil. 

(8)  Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  ...  nil. 

(9)  Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of  tenants’ 

objection  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil. 

(10)  Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority nil. 
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6.  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948 

TABLE  XV 

FACTORIES  INSPECTION 


1.  Inspections  for  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


No.  on 
Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

2 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  

37 

50 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 
premises  ... 

3 

3 

Total 

42 

57 

— 

— 

30 


2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  wh 

dch  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 
in  which 
prose- 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  1 to  H.M. 
Inspector  | Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli- 
ness (S.l) 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  

. 

_ 

_ 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

- 

__ 

_ 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Ineffective  drain- 
age of  floors  (S.6) 

_ 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7) 

- 

_ 

{a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separ- 
ate for  sexes 

_ 

_ 

Other  Offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  . . . 

2 

2 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

— 
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3.  Part  VIII  of  the  Act. 


Outwork 

(Sections  110 and  111). 


Section  110 

< 

section  111 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
out- 
workers 
in 

August 

list 

required 
by  Sect. 
110 
(1)  W 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in 

sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in  un- 
whole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing  Apparel : 
Making,  etc., 
Cleaning  and 
Washing 

— 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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7.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

(d)  General 

Two  hundred  and  ninety  visits  were  made  to  premises  wherein  food 
was  manufactured,  prepared,  sold  or  distributed.  Thirty  notices  were 
served  on  occupiers  to  conform  to  the  appropriate  Acts  and  Byelaws,  but 
much  work  remains  to  be  done  in  this  important  matter  and  the  work 
continues.  While  there  was  no  new  educational  activity  of  a formal 
nature,  this  aspect  of  the  work  continued  along  the  well  established 
Unes  of  informal  talks  during  visits. 

{b)  Meat  Inspection 

Nine  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  within  the  area  as  follows  : — 

TABLE  XVI 


Ward. 

District. 

No.  of 
premises. 

Centre  ... 

Brandon  Colliery 

1 

East 

Langley  Moor  ... 

2 

South  ... 

Meadowfield  ... 

2 

Ushaw  ... 

Ushaw  Moor  ... 

3 

West  

Esh  Winning  ... 

1 

Total  

9 

Eight  of  these  slaughterhouses  are  in  regular  use  and  one  as  a Whole- 
saler, working  seven  days  a week.  Duty  outside  office  hours  is  necessary 
in  order  to  maintain  100  % inspection  of  all  carcases  and  offal. 
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The  table  shown  below  gives  details  of  carcases  inspected  and  the 
m eat  condemned  during  the  year. 


TABLE  XVII 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Horses 

Total. 

Number  killed 

1657 

452 

87 

5089 

1503 

— 

8788 

Carcases  inspected 

1657 

452 

87 

5089 

1503 

— 

8788 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 

culosis  and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned 

3 

8 

1 

1 

1 

— 

14 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  condemned 

carcases 

1455 

4056 

45 

55 

43 

— 

5654 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

324 

52 

— 

4 

24 

— 

404 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  condemned 

parts  of  organs 

3653 

775 

— 

39 

101 

— 

4568 

Percentage  of  carcases 

and/or  organs  in- 
spected affected  with 
disease  other  than 

°/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

°/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

/o 

% 

/o 

T.B 

19.73 

13.27 

1.15 

.01 

1.66 

— 

4.76 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 

demned 

1 

3 

— 

— 

4 

— 

8 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Weight  of  condemned 

carcases 

620 

1730 

— - 

— 

723 

— 

3073 

Carcases  of  which  some 

part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

69 

49 

— 

— 

21 

— 

137 
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Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  Part — 

Contd. 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

1 

Cows 

1 

Calves 

Sheep 

1 

Pigs 

Horses 

Totals 

Tuberculosis  only  {contd.) 
Weight  of  condemned 
parts  or  organs 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
T.B 

lbs. 

1710 

lbs. 

1285 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

297 

lbs. 

lbs. 

3292 

0/ 

/o 

4.10 

0/ 

/o 

11.48 

/o 

/o 

/o 

1.66 

9/ 

/o 

0/ 

/o 

1.65 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  ... 

' 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  Refrig.  . . . 

i 

I 

j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  1 
condemned  ...  ...1  — 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

Total  weights  of  carcases  and  offal  condemned  were  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  6365  lbs. 

Other  Causes  ...  ...  10222  lbs. 


16587  lbs. 


(c)  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933-54. 

There  were  29  licensed  slaughtermen  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 


{d)  Food  Inspection. 

Foodstuffs  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  were  as 
follows  : — 


Sausage  

Cooked  Ham 
Other  Cooked  Meats 
Canned  Fruit  and  Vegetables 
Various  Canned  Goods  ... 
Dessicated  Cocoanut 
Bacon  ...  


18  lbs. 
477J  lbs. 
96|  lbs. 

1\  lbs. 
135f  lbs. 
21  lbs. 
9 lbs. 


765J  lbs. 
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(c)  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food. 

Carcases  of  animals  condemned  are  disposed  of  by  arrangement  with 
the  City  of  Durham  Corporation  in  their  incinerator.  Small  quantities 
of  unfit  food  are  buried  in  the  Council  tips. 


(/)  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1938-55. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  by  type  of  business  is  : — 
Grocers  21 


General  Dealers 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Fruit  and  Greengrocery 

Butchers  

Bakehouses  

Confectioners 

Restaurants  

Canteens  


25 

17 

8 

19 

9 

7 

1 

5 


Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  to  all  premises  used  for  the 
manufacture,  sale,  and  storage  of  food. 


{g)  Milk  {Special  Designation)  Regulations  1949-54. 

All  milk  sold  in  the  district  is  designated  in  accordance  with  the 
above  Regulations.  The  chief  source  of  supply  being  the  Milk  Market- 
ing Board’s  pasteurising  and  bottling  dairy,  situated  within  the  area  at 
Langley  Moor.  This  large  dairy  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  up-to- 
date  pasteurising  premises  in  the  Country.  Other  supplies  are  through 
the  Co-operative  Dairies. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  under  the  appropriate  regulations 
for  the  sale  of  the  various  classes  of  milk  were  as  follows  : — 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  Special  Designation  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ”...  16 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  Special  Designation  ‘‘  T.T.  Pasteurised  ” 12 

Dealers  Licence  to  use  Special  Designation  “ Sterilised  ” ...  20 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  Special  Designations  “ Pasteurised  ” 3 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  Special  Designation  “T.T. 

Pasteurised” 3 

Supplementary  Licence  to  use  Special  Designation  “ Sterilised  ” 3 


Total... 


57 


{h)  Ice  Cream. 

Four  premises  are  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
1938-55  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream.  Forty-nine  shops  are 
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registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream.  Periodic  sampling, 
chiefly  of  manufacturers,  provided  the  following  results  : — 

Grade  I ...  ...  ...  18  samples. 

Grade  II  5 

Grade  III  3 

Grade  IV  5 


33 


33 


33 


Total 


31 
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Wherever  the  sample  was  below  Grade  2,  repeat  visits  were  paid  to 
the  premises  concerned  and  advice  and  instruction  given  to  the  occupiers 
on  hygenic  methods  and  invariably  this  proved  worthwhile,  as  subse- 
quent samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(i)  Bakehouses. 

There  are  nine  bakehouses  in  the  area,  and  minor  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  at  three  of  these  to  conform  with  the  Hygiene 
Regulations.  Alterations  and  improvements  are  contemplated  at  two 
other  bakehouses. 


(j)  Fish  Fryers. 

The  premises  occupied  by  fish  fryers  have  been  visited  and  inspected 
and  conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Six  informal 
notices  were  served  requiring  improvements  to  preparations  rooms  and 
provision  of  washing  facilities. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  these  premises  in  wards  : — 

TABLE  XVIII 


No.  of 

Ward 

District 

Premises 

Centre  

Brandon  Colliery 

3 

East  

Langley  Moor  ... 

2 

South  ... 

Meadowfield  ... 

2 

Browney 

1 

North 

New  Brancepeth  ... 

1 

Broom 

Broompark 

1 

USHAW  

Ushaw  Moor  ... 

3 

We.st  

Esh  Winning  ... 

3 

Waterhouses 

1 

Total 

17 
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8.  Public  Cleansing 

There  are  7,420  houses  and  other  premises  in  the  Area,  and  all  bins 
and  premises  are  cleared  every  seven  days.  The  removal  house,  shop 
and  factory  refuse,  and  the  collection,  sorting  and  baling  of  salvaged 
paper  and  cardboard  is  carried  out  by  direct  labour. 

(a)  Staff. 

To  carry  out  this  work  26  workmen  are  employed  : — 

1 General  Chargeman.  1 Mechanic. 

3 District  Chargemen.  5 Driller/Fillers. 

3 Labourer /fillers/spare  drivers.  13  Labourer/Fillers. 

(b)  Vehicles. 

Eight  Karrier  Refuse  Collecting  Vehicles  are  used,  two  12  cyd.,  and 
one  10  cyd.,  and  five  7 cyd.  The  three  larger  vehicles,  work  with 
trailers,  attached  for  salvage  materials.  Six  of  the  wagons  are  in  constant 
use,  and  one  is  used  for  the  collection  of  shop  and  factory  refuse  and 
general  assistance.  The  remaining  vehicle  is  kept  as  a spare  for  use 
during  maintenance  of  other  vehicles. 

The  vehicles  range  in  age  from  two  to  fifteen  years,  and  most  of  them 
are  old  and  of  poor  appearance  and  almost  devoid  of  paint  and  it  is 
only  due  to  continual  servicing  by  the  Mechanic  that  they  are  kept 
running. 


1. 

Karrier  Gamecock 

XBB 

397 

12  Cubic  yards 

1955 

2. 

Karrier  Gamecock 

STN 

3 

12  Cubic  yards 

1953 

3. 

Karrier  Bantam 

NVK 

900 

7 Cubic  yards 

1950 

4. 

Karrier  “C.K.3ir’ 

MTN 

471 

10  Cubic  yards 

1948 

5. 

Karrier  Bantam 

LTN 

261 

7 Cubic  yards 

1947 

6. 

Karrier  Bantam 

JVK 

557 

7 Cubic  yards 

1946 

7. 

Karrier  Bantam 

JVK 

232 

7 Cubic  yards 

1945 

8. 

Karrier  Bantam 

JTN 

513 

7 Cubic  yards 

1942 

The  Area  is  divided  into  six  cleansing  districts,  three  of  which  are 
supplied  with  bins,  and  worked  with  two  12  cubic  yards  and  one  10 
cubic  yards  wagons,  while  the  other  three  districts  where  privy  closets 
pre-dominate  are  cleared  by  the  7 cubic  yard  vehicles  manned  by  a 
driver/filler  and  a labourer/filler. 

(c)  Refuse  Disposal. 

All  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Council  tips  at 
Brandon  Colliery,  Ushaw  Moor  and  Esh  Winning.  The  Esh  Winning 
tip  is  almost  completed  and  unless  a further  site  is  found,  all  refuse 
from  the  West  Ward  will  have  to  be  disposed  of  at  Ushaw  Moor. 

Auxiliary  tips  are  also  in  use  as  follows  : — 

Brandon  Village — a disused  quarry  has  been  filled  in  and  is  now  being 
covered  with  soil. 
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Burnigill  Farm — A low  lying  boggy  field  is  being  raised  to  a level  to 
prevent  flooding  and  make  the  land  available  for  cultivation. 

Browney — A large  hole  caused  by  the  excavation  of  ballast  from  old 
colhery  refuse  heapS;,  was  filled  in  with  refuse  and  covered  with  a 
layer  of  soil  and  clay  from  the  building  sites. 

{d)  Sickness  Benefit  Scheme. 

The  total  number  of  man  hours  lost  due  to  sickness  was  3,971  and 
the  cost  involved  was  £575.  18s.  5d. 

{e)  Salvage  Recovery. 

The  amount  of  waste  paper  collected  and  sold  during  the  year  shows 
a decrease  compared  with  1956  collection.  This  is  due  to  limitation  of 
sales  imposed  by  the  buyers,  and  difficulties  encountered  in  collection 
and  baling. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  income  and  expenses  incurred  in 
collection  and  sales  of  recovered  materials  : — 


TABLE  XXI 


Weights 

Receipts 

Expenses 

Tons  Cwts.Qrs. 

1 

s. 

d. 

1 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

44  4 

1 

362 

6 

7 

Scrap  Metal 

19 

2 

6 

16 

6 

45  3 

3 

369 

3 

1 

Wages  and  Overhead  charges 

264 

16 

10 

T ravelling  Allowances  ... 

2 

0 

1 

Repairs  and  Maintenance 

8 

14 

0 

Rent 

10 

0 

0 

Rates  and  Insurance 

26 

3 

1 

Trailer  Licences  ... 

45 

0 

0 

Twine  and  Other  materials 

18 

7 

6 

Weighing  charges 

1 

7 

4 

Heating,  Lighting  

1 

14 

2 

£378 

3 

0 

1956 —  Average  amount  received  for  paper  salvage — £8.  4s.  2d. 
per  ton. 

1957 —  Average  amount  received  for  paper  salvage — £8.  3s.  7d. 
per  ton. 


TABLE  XIX 

TABLE  SHOWING  DETAILS  OF  COSTS  FOR  REFUSE  COLLECTION  (DIRECT  LABOUR)  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  31st  MARCH,  1958 
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Average  Petrol  Consumption  (overall) — 5.40  miles  per  gallon. 
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9.  Rodent  Control 

The  Public  Cleansing  general  foreman,  also  acts  as  part-time  Rodent 
Operator  and  for  the  twice  yearly  sewer  treatments  is  assisted  by  other 
workmen  transferred  to  this  work. 

Disinfestations  at  private  dwellinghouses  are  treated  free  of  charge, 
but  business  premises  are  charged  actual  labour  and  material  costs, 
plus  an  administration  charge. 

In  accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
instructions  two  maintenance  treatments  to  the  sewers  were  carried 
out  during  the  year.  A total  of 544  manholes  were  pre-baited  and  poison 
takes  were  shown  in  216. 

The  Council  continue  to  take  full  advantage  of  the  Ministry’s  grant 
aid,  which  is  half  of  the  irrecoverable  expenditure  incurred  under 
Part  I of  the  Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  rodent  control  work  carried  out  during 
the  12  months  ended  31st  March,  1958,  as  per  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  Form  PDP/R8. 


TABLE  XXII 


Type  of  Property. 

Non-Agricultural. 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Coun- 
cil houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises). 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  and  (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

I Number  of 
properties  in 
Local  Auth- 
orities District 

95 

6,461 

798 

7,354 

66 

II  Number  of 
properties  in- 
spected as  a 
result  of : 

(a)  Notification 

9 

93 

37 

139 

2 

(b)  Survey  under 
the  Act 

13 

17 

15 

45 

2 

(c)  Otherwise 
e.g.  when 

visited  prim- 
arily for  some 
other  purpose 

45 

57 

290 

392 
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Type  of  Property. 


Non- Agricultural. 

1 1 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inc.  Coun- 
cil houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises). 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  and  (3) 

Ill  Total  inspec- 
tions 

carried  out — 
including  re- 
inspections 
(To  be  com- 
pleted only  if 
figures  are 
ready  avail- 
able ... 

73 

205 

376 

654 

4 

IV  Number  of 
properties  in- 
spected (in 
Section  II) 
which  were 
found  to  be 
infested  by  : 
{a)  Rats  /Major 
\ Minor 
{b)  Mice  / Major 
\ Minor 

12 

2 

1 

34 

8 

11 

20 

48 

1 

V Number  of 
infested  prop- 
erties (in 

Section  IV) 
treated  by  the 
L.A.  (Figures 
should  NOT 
exceed  those 
given  at  Sect. 
IV 

14 

35 

19 

68 

1 

VI  Total  Treat- 
ments carried 
out — includ- 
ing re-treat- 
ments (To  be 
completed 
only  if  figures 
arc  readily 
available 

14 

1 

35 

19 

68 

1 
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10.  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Summary  Submitted  to  Durham 
County  Council  for  the  Year  1957. 

Closing  and  Demolition  of  Houses. 

{a)  Formal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  demolished  during  year  as  a result  of 

Clearance  Schemes  or  other  formal  action 22 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a result 

of  formal  action  9 

(iii)  No.  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  and  individual 

unfit  houses  demolition  of  which  temporarily  post- 
poned   — 

(iv)  No.  of  houses  in  use  as  temporary  accommodation. . . — 

(b)  Informal  Action. 

(i)  No.  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwell- 
ings as  a result  of  informal  action  and  not  included 
above — 


Reconditioning  and  Repair. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  by  procedure  under 
Housing  Acts  (excluding  temporary  accommoda- 
tion) or  Public  Health  Acts  ; 

{a)  As  a result  of  informal  action 151 

{b)  By  owners  as  a result  of  statutory  notice  ...  — 

(c)  By  local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

Improvement  Grants  : Housing  Act,  1949. 

. No.  of 
separate 
houses. 

(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  ...  17 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  ...  — 

(c)  Total  No.  of  applications  approved  since  incep- 
tion of  scheme  37 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 


No.  of 
Inspec- 
tions 

No.  of 
Informal 
Notices 
Served 

No.  of 
Statu- 
tory 
Notices 
Served 

Defects 

Reme- 

died 

after 

Notice 

Legal 
Proceed- 
ings and 
Generals 
Remark 

Housing  : 

Public  Health  and  Housing 
Acts 

376 

61 

61 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 
Insufficient 

5 

2 

1 



Defective  ... 

19 

10 

— 

10 

— 

Drainage 

110 

19 

— 

19 

— 

Water  Supply... 

5 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Food  Vehicles 

66 

23 

— 

23 

— 

Food  Premises 

290 

30 

— 

28 

— 

Shops  Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

17 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Slaughterhouses  : 

Public 

_ 

_ 

-Ml* 

Private 

1,266 

27 

— 

27 

— 

Tents,  Vans,  etc. 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces 

57 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Keeping  of  Animals 

36 

5 

— 

5 

— 

Insanitary  Ashpits  and  Recep- 
tacles 

81 

45 



45 

- - - 

Offensive  accumulations 

i 18 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

1 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prevention  of  Damage  by 
Pests  Act,  1949 

204 

40 

■ 

40 

Dirty  Houses  or  Verminous  ... 

100 

57 

1 

58 

— 

Refuse  Tips  ... 

348 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Slum  Clearance 

184 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Council  Houses 

700 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cinemas 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Pets  Act 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ice  Cream  Samples  ... 

31 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Samples 

50 

— 

— 

' 

Total 

1 3980 

327 

1 

325 

— 
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TABLE  XXIII 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  number  of  houses,  shops  and 
business  premises,  licensed  premises  and  other  premises,  in  your 
district  as  shown  in  your  Valuation  List,  31st  March,  1958  : — 


Dwellinghouses 6,461 

Shops  with  dwellings  118 

Shops  without  dwellings  97 

Offices  2 

Hotels  1 

Warehouses  47 

Garages  and  Filling  Stations  29 

Lock-up  Garages  422 

Advertising  Stations  8 

Licensed  Premises  20 

Cinemas 5 

Sports  and  Recreation  Grounds  7 

Clubs  and  Community  Halls 17 

Re-diffiision  2 

Public  Utility — Water 3 

Gas  1 

Schools 10 

Crown  Properties  5 

Hospital 1 

Cemeteries  4 

Sewage  Disposal  Works  8 

Municipal  Offices  4 

Others  (Not  classified)  ...  49 

N.C.B.  Electricity  ...  2 

Industrial  31 

Agricultural  Premises  ...  66 


Total 7,420 


(Information  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  N.  Wild,  Rating,  Valuation  and 
Estates  Officer). 
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